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OPEN HEAVEN 15 JANUARY 2025 TODAY DEVOTIONAL
TOPIC: IDENTIFYING THE JERICHO WALL I

MEMORISE:
Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.
1 Corinthians 15:33

READ: 2 Samuel 13:1-14

And it came to pass after this, that Absalom the son of David had a fair sister, whose name was
Tamar; and Amnon the son of David loved her.

2 And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick for his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and Amnon
thought it hard for him to do anything to her.

3 But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David’s brother: and
Jonadab was a very subtil man.

4 And he said unto him, Why art thou, being the king’s son, lean from day to day? wilt thou not tell me?
And Amnon said unto him, | love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.

5 And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and make thyself sick: and when thy father
cometh to see thee, say unto him, | pray thee, let my sister Tamar come, and give me meat, and dress



the meat in my sight, that | may see it, and eat it at her hand.

6 So Amnon lay down, and made himself sick: and when the king was come to see him, Amnon said
unto the king, | pray thee, let Tamar my sister come, and make me a couple of cakes in my sight, that |
may eat at her hand.

7 Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, Go now to thy brother Amnon’s house, and dress him meat.
8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house; and he was laid down. And she took flour, and
kneaded it, and made cakes in his sight, and did bake the cakes.

9 And she took a pan, and poured them out before him; but he refused to eat. And Amnon said, Have
out all men from me. And they went out every man from him.

10 And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the meat into the chamber, that | may eat of thine hand. And
Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and brought them into the chamber to Amnon her brother.
11 And when she had brought them unto him to eat, he took hold of her, and said unto her, Come lie
with me, my sister.

12 And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not force me; for no such thing ought to be done in
Israel: do not thou this folly.

13 And I, whither shall | cause my shame to go? and as for thee, thou shalt be as one of the fools in
Israel. Now therefore, | pray thee, speak unto the king; for he will not withhold me from thee.

14 Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: but, being stronger than she, forced her, and lay with
her.

RCCG OPEN HEAVEN 15 JANUARY 2025 TODAY MESSAGE

Today, | will continue the discussion | started yesterday on the factors that can hinder a person’s
progress. Sometimes, the wall hindering your progress could be someone you have a relationship with.
Many people don’t know it, but sometimes, even the people you love may be a hindrance to your
progress.

In Genesis 12:1-5, Abraham took Lot with him when God called him to leave his family behind and go
to a place that He would show him. However, it wasn't until Lot separated from him in Genesis 13:14-
17 that God spoke and showed him the land He had promised.

The spiritual authority a person submits to can also hinder the fellow’s progress (1 Kings 13:1-24). This
is why you must carefully choose your spiritual father or mentor with the Holy Spirit's guidance. John
15:20 says that the servant cannot be greater than the master. Whomever you choose to be your
master will determine how far you can go. Prayerfully choose someone who is constantly growing so
that there won't be a limit to your progress.

Another kind of person that can be a wall of Jericho that is hindering your progress is your friend. To a
great extent, those you call your friends will determine how far you will go in life. This was why
Solomon warned his son in Proverbs 1:10-15 not to keep company with certain kinds of friends.



When | became born again, one of the first things | did was to change my friends. It was painful, but if |
had remained in their company, | would never have come this far in life. Amnon would have lived along
and good life as a son of David, but he ended up badly because he had the wrong friend. In 2Samuel
13:3, the Bible says, “But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab...”

There are some people who pose as friends but are actually like the wall of Jericho. If you have such
friends, stay away from them because they are enemies of progress. If you have a friend who you only
gossip with, but you never pray or discuss the Bible, that friend will become a hindrance to your
progress. If you have friends whose pieces of advice are always contrary to what the Bible says and
are always encouraging you to reduce your dedication to God, such friends are a wall of Jericho
between you and God'’s perfect plan for your life. Beloved, please run away from such friends.

PRAYER POINT

Father, please help me to stay away from friends that will hinder my progress in life, in Jesus’ name.

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR

Genesis 47-50

HYMN 33: GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH!
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