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Description

The Open Heavens 27 November 2025 devotional for today is DO NOT PRETEND

This is a daily devotion written by Pastor E. A. Adeboye, General Overseer of the Redeemed Christian
Church of God (RCCG).
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OPEN HEAVENS 27 NOVEMBER 2026 TODAY DEVOTIONAL

TOPIC: DO NOT PRETEND

MEMORISE:

He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him.
Job 13:16

READ: Luke 18:10-14

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote
upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth
himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
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God hates pretence and hypocrisy. Matthew 15:8 says, â??This people draweth nigh unto me with their
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.â?• Who you are in public is who
you should also be in private. Mark 4:22 tells us that every hidden thing will be manifested, and every
secret will be exposed. The Bible also admonishes in Matthew 5:37 that you should let your â??yesâ??
be â??yesâ?? and your â??noâ?? be â??noâ??.

Many people appear to be perfect in public; however, their private life is nothing to write home about. In
church, they pretend to be prayer warriors. During prayers, their voices are usually the loudest, but
when they get home, they do not pray. In Matthew 6:5-6, Jesus criticised those who act in such a
manner and admonished that, rather than praying in order to be seen, they should enter their closets
and pray to their heavenly Father.

Some spouses act in a very obedient and respectful manner towards their husbands or wives whenever
they are both in church, but when they get home, they become very disrespectful towards them. If you
are one of such people, I implore you today to turn a new leaf.

In Acts 5:1-10, Ananias and Sapphira took their gift to Peter, thinking that they could impress and
deceive him; little did they know that the One who sees in secret would reveal their secret. If you are a
pretender, one day, everybody will see you for who you truly are. In John 8:1-11, when the Pharisees
and Scribes dragged the woman caught in adultery to Jesus, they didnâ??t know that they were coming
before the One who knew all their secret faults. They thought that they were exposing the woman, not
knowing that they were also exposing themselves. What they thought would be a public execution
became a public revelation of their private sins. When Jesus asked the person who was without sin to
cast the first stone, they began to leave the scene one after the other.

It is better to be like the Publican who, in todayâ??s Bible reading, prayed to God in humility. He
recognised himself as a sinner, asked for mercy, and was justified. The Pharisee, on the other hand,
pretended before the Almighty God, and he went home the same way he came. Beloved, God will
always help the sincere, but His mercy will be far from the pretenders.

KEY POINT

Pretenders will not experience Godâ??s mercy.

BIBLE IN ONE YEAR

Romans 11-14
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